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AOGCC calls well integrity
hearing after Prudhoe incident

The Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission has

scheduled a public hearing on Feb. 7, to assess the mechanical

integrity of wells in the Prudhoe Bay field, operated by BP.

The hearing announcement follows a second incident involv-

ing the leak of fluids from wellheads at Drill Site 2 in the field.

The fact that two leaks have now taken place is causing the

commission to worry about the mechanical integrity of

Prudhoe Bay wells in general and to conduct an inquiry into

well integrity in the field. Hence the Feb. 7 hearing.

The first incident occurred in April 2017, when two leaks

in the wellhead structure of well 02-03 generated a spray of oil

and gas that impacted the well pad. The leaks happened as a

result of the wellhead structure rising by 2 to 3 feet and strik-

Nova Scotia project shuttered
The shaky history of commercial production from Atlantic

Canada’s offshore natural gas fields quietly slipped into the

history books on Dec. 31 when ExxonMobil permanently

stopped production at the Sable Offshore Energy Project.

The culminated a 20-year production life marked by

missed targets, increasing water production, and accelerated

decommissioning plans.

The project, about 180 miles southeast of Halifax, Nova

Scotia, shipped the bulk of its gas through the Maritimes &

Northeast Pipeline to New England, but never came close to

capacity of 600 million cubic feet per day.

The peak output was 530 million cubic feet per day in

SAE issued state permit 
to shoot seismic west of Staines

On Jan. 16, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources’

Division of Oil and Gas posted the Dec. 31 approval of a SAE

Staines 3-D miscellaneous land use permit application filed

Aug. 15.

The permit, MLUP NS 18-004, authorizes SAExploration

to conduct a land and marine seismic survey within an area

west of the Staines River on the east/central North Slope about

40 miles east of Deadhorse, encompassing approximately 673

square miles (see map in pdf or print format of this story).

The permit, which includes several pages of restrictions, is

limited to state land and water within the North Slope

Borough.

see AOGCC HEARING page 10

see SABLE PROJECT page 10

see SEISMIC PERMIT page 11

see AGDC CHANGES page 12

Pantheon buys Great Bear
Galvin stays; 2019 exploration activities already underway on North Slope

By KAY CASHMAN
Petroleum News

Anewly formed Alaska

subsidiary of London-

based Pantheon Resources

Plc is in the process of acquir-

ing two wholly owned com-

panies from Great Bear

Petroleum Operating LLC —

Great Bear Petroleum

Ventures I and II, per state of Alaska Division of

Oil and Gas lease records and market announce-

ments.

The deal is contingent upon several factors,

including capital raising, the bulk of which will be

used for exploration-related expenses in Alaska.

Founded in 2005,

Pantheon currently has five

employees and is listed on the

AIM Stock Exchange., a sub-

market of the London Stock

Exchange that allows smaller,

less-viable companies to float

shares with a more flexible

regulatory system than that of

the main market. 

As part of the deal,

Pantheon Alaska Petroleum Operating LLC will

gain a majority interest and operatorship of Great

Bear’s leases — between 250,000 and 290,000

acres on Alaska’s North Slope, most immediately

Upping the efficiency
Feige tells the Alliance that DNR is reviewing its regulations and procedures

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

In support of Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s pri-

ority of maximizing resource develop-

ment in Alaska, the Department of Natural

Resources is seeking ways of improving

the efficiency of its operations, DNR

Commissioner Corri Feige told the Alaska

Support Industry Alliance on Jan. 10.

“We are right now undertaking a bot-

toms-up review of all of our regulations, all of our

procedures, all of our programs, to make sure things

are running as smoothly, as timely and as efficiently

as they possibly can,” Feige said. 

DNR needs to figure out how to minimize its

operating costs, along the lines of a busi-

ness, while also fulfilling its role of de-

risking resource development investments

in Alaska and ensuring resource protection

for multiple uses, she said.

“This all has to be done under the

umbrella of still offering significant over-

sight that ensures that our operators have a

science-based permitting program that

ends in legally defensible authorizations

and permits,” Feige said. 

On the one hand the state administration has to

operate within its means, with a budget that matches

its revenues. On the other hand, DNR has a role in

growing those revenues, she said.

A question of royalty
BP has taken the state to court to force arbitration over an oil royalty dispute

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

BP Exploration (Alaska) has taken the state of

Alaska to court, claiming that arbitration pro-

cedures must be invoked to settle a dispute over

the royalty value of oil produced on the North

Slope. Royalties due to the state are calculated

using the wellhead value of the oil. That value,

essentially, consists of the sale price of the oil less

the cost of transporting the oil to market. The dis-

pute revolves around some components of the

transportation costs.

Contentious calculations
With many millions of dollars at stake, the

numbers that go into the wellhead value calcula-

tions, and hence the royalty determinations, can be

contentious. According to BP’s complaint, filed in

Alaska Superior Court in October, in 1991 the state

and BP, after many years of litigation over royalty

calculations, entered into an agreement that estab-

lished a methodology for calculating the royalty

value of oil “at the well.” The agreement included

procedures intended to enable the resolution of

future disputes without the necessity of resorting

to litigation. Those procedures included the use of

see GREAT BEAR SALE page 9

see DNR REVIEW page 7

see ROYALTY DISPUTE page 8

AGDC names Joe Dubler interim
president; Keith Meyer dismissed

The board of directors of the Alaska

Gasline Development Corp. passed a res-

olution at its Jan. 10 meeting, relieving

Keith Meyer of his duties as AGDC pres-

ident and naming Joe Dubler as interim

president, effective immediately. 

Dubler, who has been serving as exec-

utive vice president of finance and admin-

istration for Cook Inlet Housing

Authority, held senior leadership posi-

tions at AGDC between 2010 and 2016,

including vice president of commercial operations and chief

financial officer. 

In a release after the meeting the board said Dubler would

JOE DUBLER

PATRICK GALVIN PHILLIP GOBE

CORRI FEIGE

With many millions of dollars at stake,
the numbers that go into the wellhead

value calculations, and hence the royalty
determinations, can be contentious.
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Colville Transport enables fuel distribution services 
across the North Slope. With a fleet of more than 

40 tractors and 40 tankers, we continuously move 
product from Fairbanks, Anchorage, and the Port of 

Valdez to the Colville tank farm at Prudhoe Bay. 

When you need a dependable fuel source on the 
North Slope, we’re there where you need us.

WE’RE THERE  
WHERE YOU NEED US

colvilleinc.com
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New Oklahoma land rush — beneath surface
IHS Markit report: Anadarko basin holds 16 billion barrels un-risked technically recoverable oil in unconventional reservoirs

PETROLEUM NEWS

IHS Markit, which recently dubbed Alaska’s North

Slope a super, rather than mature, basin, said Jan. 10

that its preliminary analysis indicates the Greater

Anadarko basin, a source of conventional U.S. oil and gas

production since the 1950s, holds an estimated “16 billion

barrels of oil and more than 200 trillion cubic feet of nat-

ural gas in un-risked technically recoverable resources in

unconventional reservoirs.”

The Anadarko basin lies in the west-central part of

Oklahoma and the Texas Panhandle, extending into south-

western Kansas and southeastern Colorado. Through the

end of 2011, Anadarko produced an estimated 125 tcf of

gas and 5.4 billion barrels of oil. According to the

Oklahoma Geological Survey the basin is about 70,000

square miles in size.

“The Anadarko basin has long been a major contributor

to U.S. production, but it is just getting started in terms of

delivering on its unconventional production potential,”

said John Roberts, executive director, global subsurface

operations and co-author of the IHS Markit Anadarko

basin research with Prithiraj Chungkham, director of

unconventional resources.

“We are now witnessing a new kind of Oklahoma land

rush. But unlike what happened in 1889 when lands were

opened to settlement, this time the competition is for

access to the energy resources that lie below the surface,”

Roberts said.

IHS Markit analysis shows that “the basin is pushing

toward new all-time production highs long after conven-

tional oil and gas production peaked in the 1970s and

1980s, respectively. Horizontal drilling in the Anadarko

basin has increased sharply since 2008, and annual basin

production volumes have already set new peak records.”

The IHS Markit Complete Play Analysis of the Greater

Anadarko Basin, Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas, USA, is

the first phase of a comprehensive, 18-month-long project

to model and interpret the large basin’s key geologic char-

acteristics, including 3-D geologic models of 41 plays to

better estimate its remaining hydrocarbon potential, IHS

said.

“The IHS Markit analysis provides significant

advances in the accuracy and granularity of detailed pro-

ducing-formation information that is historically difficult

see ANADARKO BASIN page 4



By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

The U.S. Energy Information

Administration’s January Short-Term

Energy Outlook includes 2020 for the first

time — and is forecasting that Brent prices,

which averaged $71 per barrel in 2018, will

average $61 per barrel this year and $65 per

barrel in 2020. 

U.S. crude oil production, estimated to

have averaged 10.9 million barrels per day

last year, up 1.6 million bpd from 2017, is

forecast to reach 12.1 million bpd in 2019

and 12.9 million bpd in 2020. 

“Steady growth from non-OPEC coun-

tries, including the United States, headlines

the forecast for global crude oil production

through 2020,” EIA Administrator Dr.

Linda Capuano said in a statement accom-

panying the release. “We expect the United

States to remain the world’s largest produc-

er,” she said. With U.S. crude oil imports

projected to decline over the next two years,

and assuming the forecast holds, Capuano

said it is expected “that the United States

will become a net exporter in late 2020.” 

The EIA estimate of U.S. production for

2018, 10.9 million bpd (an increase of 1.6

million bpd from 2017), surpassed the old

record set in 1970, and the forecast averages

of 12.1 million bpd this year and 12.9 mil-

lion bpd in 2020, “would allow the United

States to maintain its status quo as the

world’s leading crude oil producer in both

years,” the agency said. 

Of the 1.1 million bpd increase projected

from 2018 to 2019, 600,000 bpd is forecast

to come from tight rock formations in the

Permian in Texas and New Mexico, along

with 500,000 bpd of the 800,000 bpd

increase from 2019 to 2020. EIA said the

remaining increase comes from the Bakken,

Eagle Ford, Niobrara and Anadarko regions

and from the federal Gulf of Mexico. 

Lower 48 growth basins
EIA expects the Permian to produce 4.8

million bpd by the end of 2020, some 1 mil-

lion bpd more than estimated December

2018 levels, and representing about 36 per-

cent of U.S. crude oil production by the end

of 2020. 

“Favorable geology and technological

and operational improvements have

allowed the Permian to become one of the

most economic regions for oil production,”

the agency said. EIA noted that the annual

Permian growth rate in 2019, 600,000 bpd,

is 400,000 bpd below

the 2018 growth rate:

“The flattening of the

growth rate reflects

increasing pipeline

capacity constraints

in the Permian

region, which are

expected to lower

wellhead prices for

the region’s oil pro-

ducers and to have a dampening effect on

Permian’s full production potential in the

short term.”

Eagle Ford production is forecast to

increase by almost 90,000 bpd to 1.4 mil-

lion bpd in 2019 and then fall slightly in

2020. That region, EIA said, “covers a sig-

nificantly smaller geographic area with

fewer prolific formations and fewer oppor-

tunities to drill compared with the Permian

region.” 

The Bakken, mostly in North Dakota,

produced 1.3 million bpd in 2018 and is

forecast to produce 1.4 million bpd this

year and 1.5 million bpd in 2020, with

recent growth reflecting the removal of

pipeline capacity constraints affecting the

region before 2017. Like the Eagle Ford,

the Bakken has fewer identified prolific

formations than the Permian “and is more

significantly affected by lower prices and

winter weather.” 

Federal Gulf of Mexico production is

expected to average 1.9 million bpd in 2019

and 2.2 million bpd in 2020, up from 1.7

million bpd in 2018. Eleven new projects

came online in the Gulf in 2018, six more

are expected to come online in 2019 and

another 12 in 2020. 

Growth is expected from 2018 through

2020 in the Niobrara and Anadarko

regions; Alaska production is expected to

remain flat at 500,000 bpd in 2019 and

2020, EIA said. 

Relative balance
“EIA sees global oil markets in relative

balance over the next two years with U.S.

production growth more than offsetting

declining production from OPEC, and

some non-OPEC countries, due to last

month’s announced production cuts. The

January forecast expects some limited

upward price pressures ahead, as demand is

likely to grow by 1.5 million barrels per

day,” Capuano said. 

Production growth in the period is led by

non-OPEC countries, EIA said, particularly

the United States and Brazil, with non-

OPEC producers expected to increase oil

supply by 2.4 million bpd in 2019, offset-

ting forecast supply declines of 1 million

bpd by OPEC members. “In 2020, the main

drivers of oil production growth are expect-

ed to be the United States, Canada, Brazil,

and Russia, while OPEC crude oil produc-

tion is expected to remain flat.” 

Prices
The 2018 average for Brent crude oil

spot prices was $71 per barrel, up $17 per

barrel from 2017 levels. Daily Brent prices

in 2018 peaked at $86 per barrel in October,

the highest level since October 2014, EIA

said, before falling to nearly $50 per barrel

by the end of the year. “The price decrease

in the latter part of 2018 reflected global oil

inventory builds and record levels of oil

production from the world’s three largest

producers — the United State, Russia, and

Saudi Arabia — along with uncertainties

about global demand growth for the coming

year,” the agency said. 

The price forecast for Brent over the

period of the forecast is a gradual increase

from $57 per barrel in December 2018 to

$65 per barrel by December 2020. 

“Given the expectation of relatively

balanced markets in 2019 and 2020, with

modest inventory builds, EIA forecasts

Brent crude oil will remain lower than lev-

els experienced during most of 2018,” the

agency said. 

Natural gas
“EIA’s January outlook expects U.S. dry

natural gas production to continue increas-

ing significantly in 2019, building on record

production during 2018. According to the

forecast, growth in the Permian and

Appalachian regions will drive record U.S.

production over the next 24 months,”

Capuano said. 

EIA said it estimates an average of 90.2

billion cubic feet per day of U.S. dry natural

gas production in 2019, an increase of 8.3

percent from 2018 levels, with a 2.2 percent

increase projected for 2020, for an average

of 92.2 bcf per day in that year. 

The agency said that “expected growth

in natural gas production is largely in

response to improved drilling efficiency

and cost reductions, higher associated gas

production from oil-directed rigs, and

increased takeaway pipeline capacity from

the highly productive Appalachia and

Permian production regions,” with that

growth supported by planned expansions in

liquefied natural gas capacity and increased

pipeline exports to Mexico.

LNG exports are expected to increase

from an estimated 3 bcf per day in 2018 to

5.1 bcf in 2019 and 6.8 bcf in 2020, “as

three new liquefaction projects come

online,” EIA said. l

l F I N A N C E  &  E C O N O M Y

EIA sees steady non-OPEC production growth
Energy Information Administration’s January Short-Term Energy Outlook includes 2020, with $61/barrel Brent in ’19, $65 in ’20
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to acquire.

“By getting to a greater level of granu-

larity and accuracy regarding producing

formations, we change the entire view of

the basin,” Roberts said. “For geologists,

it’s like having a more powerful micro-

scope.”

Surprising results in Simpson
Among the most surprising results, IHS

said, was the “vast potential of the

Simpson shale formation,” which IHS now

believes could be one of the biggest yet-to-

be developed shale plays in the United

States.

“The Simpson has long been among the

largest historical producers of vertical pro-

duction in the Anadarko basin,” Roberts

said. “But our new analysis shows that

there is also significant Simpson potential

as a major driver for horizontal shale pro-

duction.”

The IHS analysis includes modeled and

interpreted formations and benches in the

Stack and Scoop plays and has delivered

them in a workstation-ready 3-D format.

The significant improvement in assigned

formations not only adds detail and accura-

cy to the interpretive process, but dramati-

cally changes the views of the basin and

understanding of where future hydrocar-

bon potential exists, IHS said.

“As it stands now, only about 20 per-

cent of the Anadarko basin’s Stack ‘sweet-

spot’ locations have been drilled or devel-

oped,” Roberts said. “The play is still in its

early stages of unconventional develop-

ment. We can easily envision an additional

4,000 to 5,000 horizontal wells drilled.”

Forty-one stacked plays
Overall, the new results underscore the

Anadarko basin’s renewed attractiveness.

“The Anadarko is attractive because it

has 41 stacked plays, which overlap in

many parts of the basin. For operators, that

means multiple targets that can be

accessed from one well pad.” Chungkham

said.

The analysis utilizes the IHS Markit

historical well and production database

that includes more than 320,000 wells, and

a new proprietary tool PRODFit, that, for

the first time, enables them to leverage

interpreted formation “tops” data to accu-

rately identify formations of completion

intervals on 275,000 wells. The data was

then modeled and interpreted using IHS

Kingdom geology and geophysics soft-

ware.

Headquartered in London, IHS Markit

(Nasdaq: INFO) describes itself as “a

world leader in critical information, ana-

lytics and solutions for the major industries

and markets that drive economies world-

wide. The company delivers next-genera-

tion information, analytics and solutions to

customers in business, finance and govern-

ment, improving their operational efficien-

cy and providing deep insights that lead to

well-informed, confident decisions.” l

continued from page 2
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China, Canada feuding
Under treaty with US, Canada intercepts top Huawei exec; China seizes 2 Canadians, posing threat to Chinese petroleum investment

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

From the most eager buyer of Canadian oil and natu-

ral gas assets (mostly in the oil sands) until 2015, the

Chinese government, operating through its stable of

state-owned energy giants, is now rapidly winding down

its spending binge and pulling back from its presence in

Western Canada.

That retreat is likely to be accelerated unless there is

quick resolution of a diplomatic spat between Canada

and Beijing that flared up on Dec. 1 when Canada, under

the terms of an extradition treaty with the United States,

arrested Meng Wanzhou, chief financial officer of

Huawei, the Chinese maker of telecoms equipment. 

The daughter of Ren Zhengfei, Huawei`s founder,

Meng was making a stopover in Vancouver on her way

to Mexico.

A U.S. judge had sought her arrest, alleging that

Meng committed fraud in order to violate U.S. sanctions

against Iran. She has currently been released in

Vancouver on bail of C$10 million.

Dispute could be lengthy
The tangled issue was compounded when China retal-

iated by detaining two Canadians, citing national securi-

ty concerns.

If the dispute over Meng makes its way to the

Supreme Court of Canada it could last for years, with

untold spin off damage to Canada`s petroleum sector,

notably the C$40 billion LNG Canada project, whose

five Asian partners include PetroChina (with a 15 per-

cent stake).

Just as disturbing is whether Canadian plans to open

a route to China for its oil sands crude, especially if the

Trans Mountain pipeline expansion goes ahead, could be

dashed.

That comes at a time when observers have estimated

that exports of crude through the Port of Vancouver

exceeded 4 million barrels in 2018, the most since 2012,

although that is largely due to a maintenance shutdown

at U.S. West Coast refineries.

But that minor surge in shipments to China is unlikely

to last, Jennifer Rowland, an analyst at Edward Jones &

Co., told Bloomberg News.

She said it “makes sense right now for Asian buyers

to step in while U.S. buyers aren’t buying as much.”

Trouble looming in 2012
Even before the latest political tensions ramped up

between Beijing and Ottawa, bilateral trouble had sur-

faced in 2012 after CNOOC, China’s state-owned oil

giant, made a US$15.1 billion bid for Nexen, setting off

deepening opposition to Chinese investment in the oil

patch.

That, given Beijing’s rush to lock up Alberta assets,

effectively meant the Chinese government would control

10 percent of extraction in the oil sands.

The Harper administration, despite a growing anti-

see DIPLOMATIC SPAT page 5



By DAN ELLIOTT
Associated Press

The Colorado Supreme Court said Jan.

14 that state law does not allow oil and

gas regulators to make health and environ-

mental protection their top priority, prompt-

ing Democrats who control the Legislature

to call for changing the law. 

In a victory for the energy industry, the

court said Colorado law requires regulators

to “foster” oil and gas production while pro-

tecting health and the environment. But the

justices said regulators must take into

account whether those protections are cost-

effective and technically feasible. 

The unanimous ruling was an endorse-

ment of the way the Colorado Oil and Gas

Commission operates. It was the latest in a

series of wins for the industry, both in the

courts and at the ballot box, against oppo-

nents who say the state is too lenient with

energy companies. 

Democrats in control
But Democrats now control both houses

of the Legislature as well as the governor-

ship, and they appear ready to embrace

tougher restrictions. House Speaker KC

Becker said Jan. 14 that she is already

working on a measure for the Legislature,

which started work on Jan. 4. 

“How do we make health and safety an

earlier consideration or a more prominent

consideration in siting and permitting?” she

said. “This is really what we’re hearing in

the community.” 

Colorado’s new governor, liberal

Democrat Jared Polis, also said change is in

the works. 

“It only highlights the need to work with

the Legislature and the Colorado Oil and

Gas Conservation Commission to more

safely develop our state’s natural resources

and protect our citizens from harm,” Polis

said in a statement. 

Fifth in crude production
Oil and gas drilling has long been con-

tentious in Colorado, which ranks fifth

nationally in crude oil production and sixth

in natural gas, according to the U.S. Energy

Information Administration. 

The Wattenberg oil and gas field — the

most productive field in Colorado and one

of the top 10 nationally — overlaps fast-

growing communities north of Denver, trig-

gering frequent disputes over the proximity

of wells to neighborhoods. In 2017, two

people were killed in a home explosion and

fire blamed on a severed pipeline from a

nearby gas well. 

The Jan. 14 ruling came in a lawsuit

filed by six young people who argued state

law requires regulators to ensure energy

development does not harm people’s health

or the environment. They asked the Oil and

Gas Conservation Commission in 2013 to

require those protections before issuing any

drilling permits. 

The commission refused, saying the law

required it to balance health and environ-

mental concerns with other factors. Those

include the rights of energy companies and

the people who own the oil and gas reserves

as well as a mandate from lawmakers to

foster drilling. 

Court: Law ambiguous
The Supreme Court said the law was

ambiguous and that either interpretation

could be correct. But the justices said state-

ments by lawmakers who wrote the oil and

gas law made it clear that regulators could

not put safety and the environment first. 

The law “envisions some possible envi-

ronmental and public health risks,” the rul-

ing said. 

Industry officials said Colorado already

has the strictest oil and gas rules in the

country and making them tougher would

cost hundreds of thousands of jobs and cut

off tax revenue that supports schools and

basic services. 

“Those who filed this lawsuit have said

they want to ban oil and natural gas devel-

opment in Colorado, so we’re happy to see

the Supreme Court strike down this extreme

effort and shortsighted agenda,” said Dan

Haley, president of the Colorado Oil and

Gas Association. 

The lawsuit is one of several nationwide

in which young activists argue state and

federal governments are threatening their

futures by not doing enough to battle cli-

mate change and protect the environment. 

The activists will keep fighting despite

the Colorado ruling, said one of their

lawyers, Julia Olson, who also represents

young clients in a climate change lawsuit in

federal court in Oregon. l

—Associated Press writer James
Anderson contributed to this report

l G O V E R N M E N T

Health isn’t 1st priority, court rules
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Better.

Chinese sentiment within Canada,

approved the deal, while imposing

greater scrutiny on future acquisitions by

foreign government-controlled compa-

nies.

“When we say that Canada is open for

business, we do not mean that Canada is

for sale to foreign governments,” Harper

said.

Unless there is a speedy resolution of

the tit-for-tat arrests, Canada and China

could see a 50-year-old bilateral accord

start to unravel, with consequences no-

one can see. l

continued from page 4

DIPLOMATIC SPAT
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GOVERNMENT
Feige completes DNR leadership team

The Department of Natural Resources said Jan. 15 that Commissioner Corri Feige

has completed DNR’s leadership team with the promotion of Brent Goodrum to

deputy commissioner, and the hiring of Ricky Gease as new director of state parks. 

Goodrum has been director of the Division

of Mining, Land and Water since 2011, where

his team of more than 200 is responsible for

managing the natural resources critical to the

economic, cultural and social life of the state,

including the 105 million acres of land prom-

ised to Alaska at statehood. 

In addition to overseeing his previous divi-

sion, Goodrum will now have management

responsibility for divisions responsible for

forestry, state parks, agricultural and depart-

ment support services. 

The department said his “top priorities will include helping DNR meet its mission

of protecting resources through rigorous permitting, while operating faster and more

efficiently to help build a stronger economy for Alaskans.”

Goodrum came to DNR following his retirement from the U.S. Marine Corps,

where he served as an infantry officer. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at

Annapolis and holds a master’s degree in operations research from the Naval

Postgraduate School.

Gease has worked in Alaska as a U.S. National Park Service ranger, and as execu-

tive director of the Kenai Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Kenai River

Sportfishing Association. 

He holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in biology from Stanford University and

a Foraker Certificate in Non-Profit Management from the University of Alaska

Anchorage. Gease also served on the Federal Subsistence Board’s Southcentral

Alaska Regional Advisory Council and was named a Salmon Fellow by the Alaska

Humanities Forum in 2017.

DNR said these appointments fill out the ranks of Feige’s leadership team, which

includes oil and gas specialist Sara Longan as deputy commissioner and resources

attorney Peter Caltagirone as special assistant. 

Former state parks Director Ethan Tyler will remain with DNR, bringing his com-

mercial and policy experience to the Division of Oil and Gas. 

Marty Parsons, long-time deputy director of Mining, Land and Water, has been

promoted to director of the division. Laura Ogan, an administrative assistant in

the Division of Oil and Gas, has transferred to a similar position in the commis-

sioner’s office.

—PETROLEUM NEWS

DNR said these appointments
fill out the ranks of Feige’s

leadership team, which
includes oil and gas specialist

Sara Longan as deputy
commissioner and resources

attorney Peter Caltagirone as
special assistant.

l E X P L O R A T I O N  &  P R O D U C T I O N

BP OKs expansion 
of Gulf oil project

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BP has approved a $1.3 billion expan-

sion at one of its oil projects in the

Gulf of Mexico and discovered an addi-

tional 1.4 billion barrels at two of them. 

“BP’s Gulf of Mexico business is key to

our strategy of growing production of

advantaged high-margin oil. We are build-

ing on our world-class position, upgrading

the resources at our fields through technol-

ogy, productivity and exploration success,”

Bernard Looney, BP’s Upstream chief

executive, said in a news release Jan. 8. 

“And these fields are still young — only

12 percent of the hydrocarbons in place

across our Gulf portfolio have been pro-

duced so far. We can see many opportuni-

ties for further development, offering the

potential to continue to create significant

value through the middle of the next

decade and beyond.” 

The Courier reports the announcement

comes amid a 4-1/2-year offshore oil bust

that has cost the Houma-Thibodaux area

about 16,000 jobs. Over the past few

months, several reports from economists

and consultants have predicted an uptick in

the Gulf this year, forecasts that hinge on

how high oil prices rise above current lev-

els of about $50 a barrel. 

The development of Atlantis Phase 3

will include the construction of a new sub-

sea production system from eight new

wells that will be tied into the current plat-

form, 150 miles south of New Orleans. The

company says it’s scheduled to begin oper-

ating in 2020 and is expected to boost pro-

duction by an estimated 38,000 barrels of

oil equivalent a day gross at its peak. 

BP operates Atlantis and holds a 56 per-

cent working interest, with BHP holding

the remaining 44 percent. BHP is expected

to make a final decision early this year on

whether to proceed with the expansion. 

BP’s actions come after the company’s

recent breakthroughs in advanced seismic

imaging and related technology that

revealed an additional 400 million barrels

of oil in place at the Atlantis field, officials

said. The same innovation helped the com-

pany find an additional 1 billion barrels oil

at its nearby Thunder Horse field, officials

said. 

And new discoveries near BP’s Na Kika

platform provide additional development

opportunities, officials said. 

BP is already the Gulf’s largest oil pro-

ducer, and officials say the latest discover-

ies will help it grow output to about

400,000 barrels a day within the next

decade. 

All of the platforms are roughly 140-

160 miles southeast of the Gulf’s main oil-

field service hub at Port Fourchon. 

BP’s announcement comes a day after

Danos, an oilfield service company based

in Gray, said two new contracts in the

Gulf prompted it to hire 150 workers. l



Resource development life cycle
The department is involved in resource

development through a life cycle process

that begins with taking title to state lands

from the federal government and prepar-

ing best interest findings for the uses of

those lands. Those best interest findings

form the basis for, among other things,

conducting state oil and gas lease sales;

permitting exploration and development

activities; oversight of those activities;

and approval of reclamation and closure

programs, once activities come to an end.

Examples of areas where efficiencies

may be made in DNR’s regulatory proce-

dures include the digitization of archaic

paper-based procedures, consolidating the

department’s organization and re-arrange-

ment of work locations, to enable DNR

staff to work as efficiently as possible,

Feige suggested.

With a federal administration that

looks favorably on resource development,

and with people from Alaska in key posi-

tions in the U.S. Department of the

Interior, Alaska has a unique window of

opportunity to promote resource develop-

ment, Feige said. In particular, the state is

pushing to move forward on remaining

state entitlements to federal lands emanat-

ing from the Alaska Statehood Act, she

said.

Optimism over development
Feige struck an optimistic tone in

reviewing the resource development situ-

ation in Alaska, a state which she said has

a surface area twice the size of Texas and

is larger than all but 18 sovereign nations

worldwide. Things are looking up, both

for oil and gas, and for mining, she said.

“We are starting to see a re-invigora-

tion of exploration and activity, and I

think that is driven largely by the incredi-

ble potential Alaska has for both minerals

and oil and gas,” Feige said.

The state’s December 2018 North

Slope oil and gas lease sale was the third

highest since 1998, in terms of winning

bids, with more than $29 million in bonus

bids going to the state. In the central North

Slope, more than 50 percent of available

land is now under lease, a pretty exciting

statistic, Feige said.

From an oil and gas perspective,

Alaska remains relatively unexplored

compared with the Lower 48 and other

petroleum provinces — the North Slope

has a little more than 500 exploration

wells, compared with, say, Wyoming,

which has more than 19,000 exploration

wells in a much smaller area, Feige said.

Current North Slope activity
Feige also reviewed current exploration

and development activity on the North

Slope.

Oil Search is drilling two appraisal wells

in the Pikka unit, as a lead up to a final

investment decision for a Pikka oil develop-

ment — that decision is expected by mid-

2020, with first oil from the field potentially

in 2023, Feige said.

Hilcorp Alaska is busy with its Moose

Pad development project in the Milne Point

unit. The company anticipates drilling 50 to

70 wells from the pad, with peak production

of about 16,000 barrels per day by 2020.

And in the fall the federal Bureau of Ocean

Energy Management issued the final envi-

ronmental impact statement for Hilcorp’s

Liberty oil field development in the

Beaufort Sea.

BP is “going great guns” in the Prudhoe

Bay unit and is bringing back two full-time

drilling rigs to work in the unit, Feige said.

The company is also conducting a multi-

year seismic survey across the field, to

enable the targeting of small, discrete oil

pools that have yet to be developed, she said. 

ConocoPhillips, by far the most active

company on the Slope, has several projects

underway. In the Kuparuk River unit, the

northeast West Sak expansion is moving

into its second phase of development, and

the company has expanded its drilling oper-

ations in the Colville River unit. The compa-

ny is also active within the National

Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, with, among

other things, first oil from the Greater

Mooses Tooth 1 development in October

and appraisal drilling planned for the

Willow prospect.

This winter Great Bear and partners will

be drilling the Winx No. 1 exploration well,

just to the east of the Horseshoe oil discov-

ery from a couple of years ago. And Eni has

now acquired about 350,000 exploration

acres between Prudhoe Bay and Point

Thomson.

Cook Inlet
In the Cook Inlet region Hilcorp is going

strong, with lots of onshore drilling on the

east side of the inlet and new drilling from

the monopod platform in the Trading Bay

unit, to re-establish production in that unit.

Furie Operating Alaska is actively conduct-

ing drilling in the offshore Kitchen Lights

unit, while BlueCrest Alaska Operating is

continuing to use extended reach drilling to

develop the offshore Cosmopolitan unit from

the onshore Hansen pad. Amaroq Resources

continues to operate the Nicolai Creek gas

field and is going to purchase some acquired

seismic data, to evaluate new exploration

and expansion targets, Feige said. 

“2019 is expected to be the busiest year
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EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION

Mexican president: No retreat in fuel fight
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador vowed Jan. 10 not to retreat in his

battle against fuel theft gangs, as gasoline and diesel shortages mounted in

Mexico. 

Lopez Obrador blamed sabotage at a key pipeline leading to Mexico City for

blocks-long lines at gas stations, which have worn out the patience of many

motorists. 

“There will be no retreat, not one step backward,” Lopez Obrador said. “We

are going to confront this problem.” He had previously estimated that illegal taps

drilled into government pipelines and theft from refineries and distribution depots

cost Mexico $3 billion per day. 

He called for support from people who live in communities that make money

from fuel theft, often by acting as lookouts or protecting thieves against police

and military raids. 

“I am calling for the cooperation of all citizens. ... We want to do away with

this evil, this vice, from the base and with the people,” Lopez Obrador said. “I

want to ask for their help. If they got some income from participating in illicit

activities, that same income they can get from job creation programs, cleanly.” 

The president, who began a crackdown on fuel thefts after he took office on

Dec. 1, did not say who was behind the supposed sabotage of a pipeline that sup-

plies the capital with fuel from the Gulf coast. 

“There was sabotage on a fuel duct ... it was repaired, as I said yesterday, serv-

ice was resumed all day and then they blocked it again,” he said. 

He said gangs had become so sophisticated they were running their own tank

farm in northern Mexico to store stolen fuel. 

Lopez Obrador has begun closing leaky pipelines riddled by thousands of ille-

gal taps. But he acknowledged it was harder to detect the illegal taps when

pipelines are closed. 

Authorities are distributing fuel with tanker trucks, but there aren’t enough of

them. 

—ASSOCIATED PRESS

INTERNATIONAL

US drilling rig count unchanged at 1,075
The number of rigs drilling for oil and natural gas in the U.S. was unchanged

the week ending Jan. 11 at 1,075.

At this time last year there were 939 active rigs. 

Houston oilfield services company Baker Hughes reported that 873 rigs target-

ed oil (down four from the previous week) and 202 targeted natural gas (up four). 

The company said 62 of the U.S. holes were directional, 948 were horizontal

and 65 were vertical. 

Among major oil and gas producing states, New Mexico and Pennsylvania were

each up by two rigs. 

Alaska, California, Colorado, North Dakota and Wyoming were unchanged. 

Louisiana and Texas were each down by one rig.

Oklahoma was down by four rigs.

Baker Hughes shows Alaska with nine active rigs, up three from a year ago. 

The U.S. rig count peaked at 4,530 in 1981. It bottomed out in May 2016 at 404.

—PETROLEUM NEWS

continued from page 1

DNR REVIEW

see DNR REVIEW page 8
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negotiation and arbitration. In particular,

the procedures are to be invoked in cases

where there is a dispute over the correct-

ness of the royalty calculations, and what

expenses BP can subtract from the oil sale

price when calculating the wellhead

value, BP’s complaint says.

The current dispute revolves around

some of the costs involved in the marine

transportation of oil from the Valdez

Marine Terminal to market destinations

on the U.S. West Coast. The costs in

question relate to administrative expens-

es, depreciation expenses associated with

tankers, and vessel expenses incurred

while in service for the Alaska oil trade

but paid after the vessels no longer served

BP.

Costs disallowed in 2013
According to the BP complaint, in

2013, following a review of BP’s records,

the state retrospectively disallowed these

costs in the royalty calculations for the

years 2007 to 2010. BP appealed to the

state over the decision. Apparently,

Alaska’s Division of Oil and Gas has yet

to resolve the dispute and in 2016 made a

similar decision for costs BP had claimed

for 2011 and 2012. In August 2018, with

the issue still not resolved, BP informed

the state that it was invoking the dispute

resolution process that is specified in the

1991 agreement. The state subsequently

told BP that the dispute at issue was not

subject to the dispute resolution provi-

sions of the agreement. In October BP

filed suit in Superior Court, asking the

court to mandate arbitration.

The state, in responding to BP’s com-

plaint, told the court that BP has not made

a claim upon which relief can be granted,

and that the court does not have jurisdic-

tion over the dispute until the state makes

a final administrative decision in the mat-

ter at question. Moreover, BP’s appeal to

the court is not valid because it was

launched more than three years after the

original complaint, the state told the

court.

State says costs not 
subject to arbitration

As expressed in a December court fil-

ing from the state, the core of the state’s

argument is that the disputed transporta-

tion costs do not fall within categories

that are subject to arbitration, under the

terms of the 1991 agreement. For exam-

ple, while the administrative costs in

question were incurred by Alaska Tanker

Co., a BP affiliate, the 1991 agreement

provides a 12 percent allowance for

administrative costs. And BP should have

accounted for federal tax benefits associ-

ated with the depreciation costs it has

claimed, the state said.

BP personnel discussed the issues with

division staff in March 2017 but did not

try to trigger the arbitration procedures

until August 2018, the state claimed. By

originally appealing the Department of

Natural Resources decisions to DNR,

rather than initiating an arbitration proce-

dure, BP had acted in a manner that rec-

ognized the appeal process as the appro-

priate course of action, the state said.

Moreover, that appeal process forms part

of the state’s formal decision-making pro-

cedures, the state argued.

BP: arbitration is required
BP, for its part, has claimed that the

three cost elements under dispute do fall

under the arbitration provisions of the

1991 agreement. Besides, state and feder-

al laws both encourage the use of arbitra-

tion in the settlement of contract disputes.

Moreover, these laws give courts or an

arbitrator the right to decide what can be

arbitrated — DNR lacks jurisdiction over

what can be arbitrated, BP told the court.

The court has now extended the time

allowed for cross motions in the case. l

in the past at least 10 years for explo-

ration and production rig activity in the

state,” Feige said.

Feige also commented on the manner

in which companies new to Alaska have

been engaged in exploration in the state

in recent years. New companies, such as

Oil Search, validate industry recognition

of the potential of new oil plays in the

Brookian rocks of the North Slope. And

the state is seeing a resurgence of inter-

est in the North Slope and Alaska by

large global players such as Shell and

Occidental, she added. l

continued from page 1

ROYALTY DISPUTE

continued from page 7

DNR REVIEW
PIPELINES & DOWNSTREAM
Judge endorses ND refinery water permit

An administrative law judge in North Dakota is recommending that state offi-

cials issue a water permit for an oil refinery being developed near Theodore

Roosevelt National Park that’s being opposed by environmentalists and some area

landowners. 

Three landowners last summer challenged a proposed State Water Commission

permit allowing the Davis Refinery to draw water from an underwater aquifer.

Their concerns included how they might be affected and how much of the water

would be wasted. 

They also argued that the amount of water specified in the proposed permit was

not the same as what Meridian Energy Group had initially requested, a change

landowner attorney JJ England maintained was illegal. 

Administrative Law Judge Tim Dawson held a hearing in November that

focused on whether Meridian would use all of the allowable water for a “benefi-

cial” use. England asserted Meridian’s plans for treating and using the water are

vague and at times conflicting, while state water officials testified that the com-

pany had submitted sufficient information justifying a conditional permit that

would be fine-tuned after refinery operations begin and its precise water needs are

determined. 

Permit issuance recommended 
Dawson in a ruling dated Jan. 8 recommended State Engineer Garland Erbele

issue the proposed permit, saying “a refinery requires water” and that “there is no

realistic harm to the public interest.” 

It wasn’t immediately known when Erbele would issue a final decision.

Landowners have the option of appealing that decision to state district court. Their

attorney was out of the office and not immediately available for comment. 

Meridian issued a statement Thursday applauding the ruling. 

“Once again we are gratified that our work and the work of the various state

agencies involved are withstanding this intensive litigation-related review,” CEO

William Prentice said. 

Meridian is developing the refinery just 3 miles from North Dakota’s top

tourist attraction. It began ground work at the site last summer. But environmental

groups are challenging its state air quality permit in court, as well as a decision by

state regulators not to review whether the refinery site is appropriate. 

The groups worry about pollution in the 30,000-acre park that draws more than

700,000 visitors annually. Meridian maintains the refinery will have modern tech-

nology that will make it “the cleanest refinery on the planet.”

—ASSOCIATED PRESS 

“2019 is expected to be the
busiest year in the past at least

10 years for exploration and
production rig activity in the
state.” —DNR Commissioner

Corri Feige
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New Antarctica service puts Lynden on all continents
Lynden Air Cargo said Jan. 11 that is

providing service to an Italian Antarctic
expedition team and is now on all conti-
nents. “Antarctica was the final continent
on our checklist,” said Lynden Air Cargo
President Rick Zerkel. “Now we can cross
it off.” Lynden Air Cargo has joined a
short list of operators that serve all seven
continents by starting a new project in
support of an Italian Antarctic expedition team doing research on the icy land mass.

The month-long mission lasted from Oct. 30 through Nov. 30 and involved carrying sup-
plies from Christchurch, New Zealand, to Italian base Mario Zucchelli Station and Phoenix

Field at McMurdo Station, the U.S. base in Terra Nova Bay, Antarctica. According to Lynden
Air Cargo captain Pat Madland, Terra Nova Bay is about 2,000 miles and 7 hours from
Christchurch, and Phoenix Field is 300 miles farther south and about 8 hours flying time.
“This was accomplished with an augmented crew to allow for rest,” Madland explained.
“We also carry a loadmaster and mechanic.” The whole operation requires nine people on
the ground in Christchurch.

“This high-profile project illustrates Lynden Air Cargo’s capabilities in remote locations,”
said Adam Murray, director of business development and marketing. “With 98 percent of
the continent covered in ice, there are no cities or villages. This is another addition to our
capabilities and we hope to provide this service next year and on an ongoing basis if possi-
ble.”

The flight crew included captains Pat Madland and Thomas Lindberg, first officer Josh
Havel, flight engineers Bill Spencer, Clint Swanson and John Worley, loadmaster Leonel
Lopez and aircraft mechanics Travis Blaszak and Dan Spears.
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south of the Prudhoe Bay and Kuparuk

oil fields. 

Pantheon Resources Plc launched a

share issue to raise $16 million, plus

expenses, to help fund the acquisition and

related exploration activities.

The purchase consideration for the

Great Bear subsidiaries, which involves

shares to the Great Bear parent, valued the

assets at around $49 million, being close to

49 percent of the value of the combined

entities, pre-capital raising, market reports

said.

Exploration investment this winter
Pantheon, which holds a 50 percent

working interest in four projects in Tyler

and Polk counties in East Texas, will use

some of the funds to drill a sidetrack to its

VOBM No. 1 discovery well there. The

well, Pantheon said, was compromised last

year by collapsed casing, having flow-test-

ed at daily rates of 6,000 mcf of natural gas

and 500 barrels of oil.

The funds raised will largely be used to

finance exploration activities in Alaska

where the acquired acreage has “an esti-

mated P50 technically recoverable

resource (gross) of 2 billion barrels oil” in

which $200 million has been invested to

date, including more than 1,000 square

miles of 3-D seismic, per market reports

based on statements by Pantheon and

Arden Partners Plc, the nominated adviser

and broker to Pantheon. The acreage

reportedly contains two discovery wells

with six hydrocarbon bearing zones.

This year Alaska exploration will

include a flow test of Great Bear’s 2015

Alkaid well, plus participation in the Winx

1 exploration well.

Pantheon will have a 75 percent work-

ing interest in the Alkaid well and a 10 per-

cent interest in Winx.

One block of Great Bear leases lies to

the south of the Colville River unit and the

village of Nuiqsut. The four contiguous

state leases line up with the trend of recent

major oil discoveries by ConocoPhillips

and Armstrong/Repsol to the north and are

underlain by Nanushuk sandstones.

Management to include Galvin, Gobe
Pantheon’s chief executive officer is

Jay Cheatham, manager of the company’s

Alaska subsidiary per Alaska Department

of Commerce records.

At a Jan. 14 annual general meeting, in

which a resolution to move forward with

the Great Bear deal was approved, Phillip

Gobe, a Pantheon executive director, was

advanced to chairman. Gobe has more

than 40 years’ experience in the U.S. and

international oil and gas industry, includ-

ing several senior positions with ARCO,

such as operations manager of ARCO

Alaska Prudhoe Bay. Currently Gobe is a

non-executive director of former Alaska

operator Pioneer Natural Resources and

Scientific Drilling International, a provider

of directional drilling and measurement

equipment and operational services.

According to market reports when the

acquisition closes Patrick Galvin, current-

ly Great Bear’s chief commercial officer

and general counsel, will assume similar

titles and duties for Pantheon.

At that time Pantheon also intends to

appoint Robert “Bob” Rosenthal BSc, as

technical director. Rosenthal, one of Great

Bear’s five founding principals with for-

mer Great Bear President and COO Ed

Duncan in 2010, also served as vice presi-

dent of new ventures. Their goal had been

to develop the source rock potential of the

North Slope. Rosenthal gained insights

into North Slope petroleum systems while

working at BP/Sohio during the early

1980s.

Under the sales and purchase agree-

ment, Great Bear has the right to appoint

two non-executive directors to Pantheon’s

board, subject to regulatory approval.

Market reports said Great Bear intends to

name Carl Williams and Jeremy Brest who

are members of Great Bear and Ursa

Major Holdings LLC respectively, which

together own and control Great Bear.

Williams is a managing director of

Riverstone and co-head of Riverstone

Power. 

A private equity group, Riverstone’s

involvement with Great Bear seems to

have begun in 2012, the year before the

Alaska Division of Oil and Gas first

approved the transfer of a 25 percent

working interest and 20.83 percent royalty

interest in 30 Great Bear leases to Red

Technology Alliance LLC, a joint venture

between Riverstone Holdings LLC and

Halliburton Energy Services LLC that

invests in upstream energy projects

amenable to Halliburton technologies. l

continued from page 1
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ing parts of the well house. The latest

incident happened on Dec. 12, 2018,

when gas with an oil mist escaped from

the head of well 02-02 on the same drill

site. BP is still investigating the cause of

that leak, which released about 750,000

cubic feet of gas and two gallons of oil.

In its Feb. 7 hearing AOGCC wants BP

to review its findings and actions relating

to the two leakage incidents, and the steps

that the company is taking to prevent sim-

ilar incidents in the future. The agency

also requires more general information

from the company about steps it is taking

to monitor and prevent any well integrity

problems at Prudhoe Bay.

“We are of course working with the

state to address the concerns and doing

everything we can to get them the infor-

mation they’re requesting for the hear-

ing,” BP spokeswoman Megan Baldino

told Petroleum News Jan. 15.

Permafrost subsidence
BP determined that the leak in 2017

had resulted from subsidence of the per-

mafrost that surrounded the well, in a sit-

uation involving an old three-casing well

design in which the bottom of the surface

casing was located above the base of the

permafrost. It appears that hot fluids in the

well had melted some of the surrounding

permafrost, thus reducing the permafrost

load on the surface casing.

Following its investigation in 2017, BP

shut in 14 wells that have the same casing

design as the well that failed. The compa-

ny initiated a risk assessment of those

wells and of nine other wells that had a

three-casing design, but with the bottom

of the surface casing below the per-

mafrost. The company also undertook sur-

veying of permafrost subsidence at Drill

Site 2. The shut-in wells included the 02-

02 well that has now leaked — according

to information supplied to AOGCC by BP,

the company has been in the process of

plugging and abandoning that well.

AOGCC concurred with BP’s assess-

ment of the cause of the 2017 incident and

issued an emergency order requiring all

North Slope operators to shut in wells of a

similar design to the 02-03 well by the end

of that year.

BP has now told the commission that it

has identified eight additional wells that

have surface casings set in the permafrost

— one of these wells has been plugged,

one is not operable and the remainder

have been declared operable following

engineering reviews. Two additional wells

with surface casing set right at the base of

the permafrost were made not operable.

In response to the latest fluid leakage

incident, AOGCC has ordered that any

further work done on the 14 wells of sus-

pect design will require written approval

from the commission, rather than using

permitting guidelines for the wells. The

commission has also ordered that these

wells be plugged immediately, and that

they be plugged and abandoned by the end

of 2019. Within the first 90 days of 2019

BP must provide evidence that the wells

have been securely plugged, that they

have passed mechanical integrity tests,

and that well tubing and annuli contain

fluids “that will overbalance the reser-

voir.”

Further information required
During the Feb. 7 hearing the AOGCC

will require a review by BP of the well 02-

03 and 02-02 incidents, with BP’s assess-

ment of how to prevent similar incidents

in the future. The commission also wants

information regarding permafrost subsi-

dence management in the Prudhoe Bay

unit, and on work conducted to understand

the well leakage incidents and to prevent

similar events. And the commission seeks

information about any permafrost subsi-

dence issues throughout the unit, about

any wells that have failed integrity tests as

a result of subsidence, and about BP’s

subsidence surveillance program. BP must

also provide information about its well

long-term shut in program, the commis-

sion has said.

—ALAN BAILEY
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2002, before sliding to 366 million cubic

feet per day in 2006, with ExxonMobil

conceding in 2012 had fallen to 65 per-

cent of normal levels.

By then ExxonMobil had abandoned

any hopes of meeting the originally tar-

geted 25-year lifespan.

SOEP was estimated to contain sales

gas reserves of 3.5 trillion cubic feet, but

that were rapidly scaled back to 970 bil-

lion cubic feet from four fields from 16

wells, while water production increased

at twice the rate that natural gas produc-

tion was decreasing.

Success for Nova Scotia
Regardless of the setbacks, Nova

Scotia’s Energy and Mines Minister

Derek Mombourguette rated the SOEP as

an economic and employment success.

His government said it received near-

ly C$4 billion in taxes, while the project

invested tens of millions of additional

dollars in local research, training and

education for young people.

Ray Ritcey, chief executive officer of

the Maritimes Energy Association, said

the story of the SOEP was one about the

“people involved in the project,” many of

whom developed significant careers to

support their families and communities,

some of them taking that expertise to

global ventures.

Larry Hughes, an engineering profes-

sor at Dalhousie University, told Global

News the SOEP “proved far more com-

plex than what was expected ... by 2010,

the writing was on the wall, and Sable

was in decline.”

Robin Tress of the Council of

Canadians wondered how much govern-

ment royalty money would go towards

decommissioning the project.

“The fact that we’re on the hook for

the decommissioning costs of Sable

shows again that (the Canada-Nova

Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board) that is

supposed to govern and regulate offshore

drilling is doing so in favor of the indus-

try and not the people of Nova Scotia.”

The Nova Scotia government said the

decommissioning costs, expected to last

through 2019, will be paid by

ExxonMobil, deducted from the royalties

it owes, but those numbers will not be

made public.

—GARY PARK

continued from page 1
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The survey will be conducted during the 2018-19

winter season, consistent with the tundra travel opening,

which means soil temperatures and snow cover have

meet the opening criteria of at least a 6-inch depth of

snow and soil temperatures of minus 5 C or below at a

30-centimeter depth.

SAE’s five-month permit is effective Dec. 31 to May

31.

Equipment staged at Deadhorse
SAE will stage equipment from existing facilities in

Deadhorse. An unincorporated community, Deadhorse,

accessible via the Dalton Highway and the Deadhorse

Airport, consists mainly of facilities for oilfield workers

and firms that have contracts with the oil companies that

operate North Slope oil fields.

SAE’s camp and equipment will be trucked via road

to a point of access to the tundra or sea ice. The crews

will mobilize to existing gravel pads that will allow

access to the tundra and provide a resupply area for

them.

Tracked tundra vehicles will be used to transport the

sled camp along the tundra. The advanced camp will

remain close to the survey activities and will move every

2-5 days depending on the survey progress and snow

cover.

Snow-packed trails
Per the permit, snow packed trails will be established

within the project area to consolidate travel routes for

crew travel and resupply activities. The location of the

trails will depend on snow coverage, existing rolligon

routes and terrain conditions.

SAE will be coordinating with oilfield operators to

utilize existing or planned trails within the project region

where possible.

The survey units will be equipped with ground pene-

trating radar systems.

If SAE encounters floating river ice that will not safe-

ly support the weight of some equipment, it will work

with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to permit

activities necessary to apply water to increase the thick-

ness of the ice to establish temporary river crossings.

Seismic operations will be conducted with 12 rubber-

tracked or buggy vibrators utilizing a random source

driven acquisition method combined with a compressive

sensing design. 

Up to 48 receiver (geophone) lines will run perpendi-

cular to source lines at a minimum spacing of 660 feet.

Multiple vibrators may perform data collection simulta-

neously with a spacing of approximately 1,320 feet.

Receivers will be transported between locations using

a low ground pressure Tucker Sno-Cat or snow machine.

Vibrators will only operate on sufficiently snow-covered

tundra or grounded sea ice.

SAE has to submit weekly reports to the Division of

Oil and Gas summarizing its activities and location. 

The director of the division has the right to amend or

modify any provisions of the permit or to revoke it at any

time.

—KAY CASHMAN

continued from page 1

SEISMIC PERMIT
SAE will stage equipment from existing

facilities in Deadhorse. An unincorporated
community, Deadhorse, accessible via the

Dalton Highway and the Deadhorse Airport,
consists mainly of facilities for oilfield workers

and firms that have contracts with the oil
companies that operate North Slope oil fields.



begin his new position on a full-time basis

in mid-February after a transition period. 

“Joe has the right experience to

advance AGDC’s mission of commercial-

izing Alaska’s vast but stranded North

Slope gas supply for the benefit of all

Alaskans, including access to affordable,

cleaner, reliable energy and new revenue

to fuel Alaska’s future,” AGDC board

Chair Doug Smith said in the statement. 

Meyer was named AGDC president in

June 2016 and led the corporation’s efforts

under Gov. Bill Walker to base a state-

owned Alaska LNG project on sales to

China, with Chinese entities providing

project financing in exchange for LNG. 

New board officers
The board has new officers, with Doug

Smith its new chair. 

Prior to holding an executive session,

and then passing the resolution replacing

Meyer with Dubler, the board had voted

in the new slate of officers: Smith as

board chair; Dan Coffey, vice chair; and

Warren Christian, secretary and treasurer.

Smith and Coffey were named to the

board by Gov. Mike Dunleavy earlier in

January, replacing two of the board’s five

public members, Hugh Short and Joey

Merrick. Short had been vice chair of the

board and Merrick had been

secretary/treasurer. 

Dave Cruz, previous board chair, is the

only remaining member from the original

board appointed by Gov. Sean Parnell in

2013; Christian and David Wight were

named to the board by Walker. 

Commercial update
The board heard updates from Lieza

Wilcox, vice president commercial and

economics, and Frank Richards, senior

vice president of program management. 

Wilcox said they started focusing on

gas supplies in 2018, with the ultimate

plan to purchase from North Slope pro-

ducers and the state. AGDC has binding

term sheet agreements with BP and

ExxonMobil, she said, and has progressed

discussions with ConocoPhillips — and

with the state of Alaska through the

Department of Natural Resources. 

Negotiations are ongoing through the

joint development agreement, which was

recently extended for six months, Wilcox

said. And letters of intent have been

signed with other potential customers. 

(The JDA is the agreement signed in

Beijing in November 2017 by the state,

AGDC, China Petrochemical Corp.

(Sinopec), CIC Capital Corp. and the

Bank of China Ltd. to work toward an

agreement for development of Alaska

LNG with 75 percent of that LNG going

to China, and a goal of definitive agree-

ments by the end of 2018.)

Wilcox said Goldman Sachs and the

Bank of China were engaged as global

capital coordinators and the finance

model had been reviewed by Goldman

Sachs. She said the equity pitch book for

the project is nearly complete. 

Activities for 2019 include reaching

royalty-in-kind contract terms with DNR;

concluding gas supply agreements; pursu-

ing definitive agreements for LNG sales;

and raising strategic project equity,

Wilcox said. 

Technical, regulatory update
AGDC has responsibility for two natu-

ral gas projects. 

The Alaska Stand Alone Pipeline,

authorized by the Legislature in 2010, is

an in-state gas pipeline designed to pro-

vide North Slope natural gas to

Southcentral Alaska in a 36-inch pipeline

with a lateral line to Fairbanks. The

Southcentral line would tie into an Enstar

line. 

Richards said AGDC expects a joint

record of decision for ASAP from the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau

of Land Management in January after the

partial federal government shutdown

ends, allowing BLM to get back to work. 

The Alaska LNG project includes a 48-

inch diameter pipeline carrying North

Slope gas to Nikiski where a liquefaction

plant would be built, a line from Point

Thomson and a gas treatment plant on the

North Slope. 

In 2014, under Gov. Sean Parnell, the

Legislature authorized the state to take an

equity position in an Alaska LNG project.

That project, led by ExxonMobil, includ-

ed BP, ConocoPhillips and TransCanada.

The state bought out TransCanada in 2015

under Walker, who took over as governor

in late 2014. In late 2016, early 2017,

under Walker’s leadership, the state took

over the project after the producers

declined to move ahead. 

AGDC submitted an application to the

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

for the combined pipeline and liquefac-

tion project in April 2017 and since then

has been responding to information

requests from the agency. FERC has

scheduled release of a draft environmental

impact statement for the Alaska LNG

project in February, with a final EIS in

November. A record of decision would

follow in February or March of 2020,

Richards said. 

FERC is not impacted by the federal

shutdown, he said, and AGDC has

received no indication from FERC that it

will impact the schedule. 

Funding for continued work by AGDC

is an issue, and the agency has stretched

existing funding as much as possible. The

board did not hear a finance report at its

Jan. 10 meeting.

—KRISTEN NELSON

continued from page 1
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NEED TO STRETCH 
YOUR DOLLAR?

Becoming a contracted advertiser 
To become a Petroleum News ‘contracted advertiser’ you simply have to agree to run 12 ads of any size over a 12-month period. 
In return we’ll give you this additional marketing exposure:

Exposure in the weekly Petroleum News 

  • You make the List
  • Your employees are spotlighted
  • Your news gets in Oil Patch Bits
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Companies involved in Alaska 
and northern Canada’s oil and gas industry

Oil Patch Bits

A
ABR

AECOM Environment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

aeSolutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Air Liquide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Alaska Clean Seas (ACS)

Al k D

Delta Leasing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

DET-TRONICS

Dowland-Bach Corp.

Doyon Anvil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Doyon Drilling

Doyon, Limited

Doyon Universal Services

N-P
Nabors Alaska Drilling

Nalco

NANA WorleyParsons

Nature Conservancy, The

NEI Fluid Technology

Nordic Calista

Schaeffler centers in on bearing replacement in video 
Motion Industries, a lead-

ing distributor of industrial
maintenance, repair and
operation replacement parts,
is pleased to announce the
release of another MiHow2
video. The goal of the video
series is to provide instruc-
tion to viewers to help them
with their practical applica-
tions. 

The video shows how to
avoid jamming the bearing at
one end when replacing
bearings in a pillow block housing. “How to Maintain Bearing and Pillow Block Centers
When Replacing Bearings” was filmed with the help of Schaeffler, a key Motion Industries
supplier. The video can now be viewed on the new MiHow2.com under the MiHow2 head-
ing. 

“Equipment efficiency starts with proper installation of parts,” said Randy Breaux,
Motion Industries’ senior vice president, southern U.S. operations, corporate marketing and
strategic planning. “Proper bearing installation also cuts down on frustration levels as
well.” 

Each MiHow2 video is filmed in a workshop or appropriate off-site setting and features
Motion Industries’ energetic and knowledgeable host, Tom Clark. 

The series is also available for viewing via Facebook and YouTube. Additional MiHow2
and Tom’s Toolbox videos are scheduled to be posted in coming weeks. For more informa-
tion visit www.motionindustries.com. 

Y-Tech Services Inc. awarded DLM contract
Y-Tech Services Inc., a subsidiary of Yulista Holding LLC, has been awarded the MH-60T

rotary wing aircraft depot level maintenance support services contract for the United
States Coast Guard. Y-Tech Services will support the USCG Aviation Logistics Center
Medium Range Recovery product line and other support divisions such as the ALC’s indus-
trial operations division by providing a full range of DLM services including, Aircraft disas-
sembly and component repair and support. The MH-60T mission includes search and res-
cue, combat support, law enforcement, international ice patrol, marine environmental pro-
tection, and marine resource conservation. Y-Tech Services will perform DLM for approxi-
mately 14 aircraft annually ensuring continued mission performance. 

Y-Tech is fulfilling the U.S. Coast Guard’s continuing requirement for aircraft mainte-
nance at the USCG ALC in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

Editor’s note: All of these news items — some in expanded form — will appear in
the next Arctic Oil & Gas Directory, a full color magazine that serves as a marketing
tool for Petroleum News’ contracted advertisers. The next edition will be released in
March.
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All of the companies listed above advertise on a regular basis 
with Petroleum News

Business Spotlight
Cruz Construction, Inc.Cruz Construction is a general contractorexperienced in remote exploration support andlarge-scale heavy civil projects. Its extensivelogistical capabilities get the right people andequipment where they are needed. CruzConstruction has been designated a 10-year“first responder” for the Alaska Division ofEmergency Services due to the company’s abilityto mobilize statewide on extremely short notice.Jeff Miller graduated from Oregon StateUniversity (construction engineering manage-ment, business degree) and worked for WilderConstruction three years before joining the Cruzoperation in 2004. Jeff and wife Monica havetwo daughters and a son; dad has great funcoaching their athletic teams. He also loves working and playing outdoors, and his fre-

quent wintertime pratfalls provide great entertainment to bystanders.

—PAULA EASLEY

Jeff Miller, senior project manager

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

PH
O

TO Opti Staffing Group
Opti Staffing Group is the premier, full servicepersonnel provider in the marketplace. It was found-

ed on one principle alone: Individuals are the cata-lyst behind the success of any organizations goalsand objectives, and therefore are the key asset that
any organization possesses. Placing the individual at
the center of focus for Opti Staffing Group’s ownobjectives and its internal employees’ career goals,maintaining this regarding the aspirations of thecandidates it represents, and finding the right match

between a client’s organizational goals and the peo-
ple it hires, has led to a higher rate of success thanother personnel providers and embodies OptiStaffing Group’s motto: “Our success is determined by your success!”

Founded by Avonly Lokan, a long time Anchorage resident along with her husband and

daughter, this way of doing business has led to the expansion of this business model and its

success rates in the Pacific Northwest and continues to challenge traditional thinking about

staffing and the role individuals play within the employment arena.

—PAULA EASLEY

Avonly Lokan, founder
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ASRC Energy Services 

promotes Steve Gasser

ASRC Energy Services Inc. is pleased to announce the promo-

tion of Steve Gasser as the general manager for the company’s Fab-

rication and Construction division. Gasser

will be responsible for the day-to-day opera-

tions of North Slope construction group, and

the Anchorage and Kenai fabrication facili-

ties.
Gasser is a graduate of the Rensselaer

Polytechnic Institute where he earned a Mas-

ter of Science in Engineering Science Man-

agement. In addition, he is a certified project

management professional with 15 years of

project management experience. Prior to his

new role, Gasser was manager of projects, en-

gineering manager, and engineering, procurement, fabrication, and

construction manager. He has been with AES since 2008.

McGillie joins Global Diving & Salvage Inc.

Global Diving & Salvage Inc. has hired Anita McGillie to lead the

Human Resources Group as human resources manager. Based in

Global’s corporate headquarters in Seattle,

Wash., she will direct Global Diving’s Human

Resources Group in the development of HR

policies and compliance, ongoing company-

wide recruitment efforts, spearhead the EEO

and diversity programs as well as administer

Global’s employee benefit programs. 

McGillie joins Global Diving from the

media and commercial printing business and

was previously the HR director for a com-

pany that had up to 1,100 employees, and op-

erated in five states across the U.S. 

“We are very excited to add Anita to the

Global family. She brings over 13 years of experience in all phases

of Human Resources, including Benefits, Employee Engagement,

Management Training, Performance Management, and Policy Devel-

opment,” said Vice President Trinity Ng-Yeung.

GCI welcomes Harrier

GCI recently welcomed J.J. Harrier to its team as commercial

marketing manager. He will help oversee the commercial market-

ing department, including public relations

and communications for the large telecom-

munications company.

Prior to joining GCI, Harrier was vice pres-

ident and communications director for the

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, where he

was employed since 2008. 

In this capacity, he was responsible for the

organization’s program and event branding,

media communications, publications and or-

ganizing the weekly “Make it Monday” fo-

rums. 
Before joining the Anchorage Chamber, Harrier was features edi-

tor for the Frontiersman, the Mat-Su Valley’s thrice-weekly newspa-

per. He studied journalism and public communications at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Anchorage, where he received a Bachelor of Arts

degree in 2001, and has a background in print journalism, writing

numerous features articles for the Anchorage Press and outside

freelance projects.

He currently serves on the board of directors for the School

Business Partnership and Identity Inc.

CH2M HILL announces Clemenz promotion

CH2M HILL, a global full-service consulting, design, construction

and operations firm, announced as part of its rapidly growing en-

ergy and chemicals portfolio the promotion of Bryan Clemenz to

vice president of Program and Project Development Alaska, the

company’s Energy and Chemicals Business Group. 

Clemenz has served over 27 years in the petroleum industry

and joined CH2M HILL in an engineering leadership capacity in

2007. He maintains his professional engineering registration for

both Alaska and South Carolina and has served in various leader-

ship roles throughout his professional career including engineering

manager, program manager, and business and project development

manager. Currently he serves as president of the International Soci-

ety of Automation Alaska Section, is an active member of the Gov-

ernment Affairs Industry Relations committee for the Alaska

Industry Support Alliance, and serves as vice chair on the Univer-

sity of Alaska Fairbanks College of Engineering and Mining Advisory

Vigor Fab delivers Harley Marine’s

newest AK barge

Vigor Fab has delivered Harley Marine Services’ newest

vessel, the 250-foot by 70-foot by 15-foot 8-inch Iliuliuk Bay

deck barge. Iliuliuk Bay, an Aleut name meaning big island,

was purpose built to enhance quality of service provided to

customers living and working in Alaska. 

Iliuliuk Bay entered service Nov. 3 in Dutch Harbor.

Her unique design provides a flexible workhorse that can

easily switch between containers and other cargo to serve

the diverse needs of Harley Marine’s customers. 

She will transport a wide variety of cargo between Dutch

Harbor and neighboring islands. 

The barge, designed by Jensen Maritime Consultants and

built at Vigor’s Swan Island Shipyard in Portland, Ore., houses

a Manitowoc 4100 Vicon Series crawler crane, D rings to se-

cure 40-foot ocean containers up to three high and eight

lashing bars running fore and aft for other cargo such as

heavy construction machinery or general equipment.

STEVE GASSER

ANITA MCGILLIE

J.J. HARRIER
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ARCTIC OIL & GAS DIRECTORY • Vol. 19, No. 1In the field with GeoFORCE AlaskaUAF program brings textbook geology to life, encouraging high school students from the North Slope to pursue STEM degrees

Lecture at the Grand Canyon. The geology of Alaska and the Lower 48 is spectacu-
lar. Students use many science disciplines to unravel geological puzzles, while get-
ting excited about science and mathematics, and envisioning a place for
themselves in a STEM field.

Drawing the fea-
tures of Checker-

board Mesa atZion National Park,
Utah. Employees
from sponsoring

companies accom-
pany the students
on the trip, help-
ing the students
grasp geologicalconcepts, and serv-

ing as mentors for
the interested

young scientists.

Hiking on the Matanuska Glacier, 2012.  2013 GeoFORCE Alaska sponsors:
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation (ASRC), ASRC Energy Services, GRANITE
Construction, Great Bear Petroleum, ExxonMobil, Olgoonik, Schlum-
berger, Shell, Statoil, and SolstenXP. Please contact GeoFORCE Alaska for
more information on how you can help fund the student experience.
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Active companies

Advertising

The Local Pages

TLP is dedicated to making The Best Phone

Book in Town. We focus primarily on smaller

communities, providing personalized, in-depth

information specific to each coverage area.

Air Passenger/Charter & Support

Alaska Air Cargo

Horizon Air Cargo

Award winning cargo services to more places,

more often, with more lift to, from, and

within the state of Alaska.

Bald Mountain Air Service Inc. 

Bald Mountain Air Service specializes in off air-

port operations supporting mining, oil & gas

exploration and tourism. Twin and single tur-

bine powered DeHavilland Otters. 

Egli Air Haul

Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide

variety of flight operations, including helicop-

ter and airplane charter, aerial survey, and spe-

cialized operations such as external load work,

powerline maintenance, aerial filming and

videography.

Last Frontier Air Ventures

Helicopter support statewide for mineral ex-

ploration, survey, research and development,

slung cargo, video/film projects, telecom sup-

port, tours, crew transport, heli skiing. Short

and long term contracts.

Lynden Inc. 
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Exposure in the semiannual Arctic Oil & Gas  Directory

• Your news gets featured
•  Company photos promote

your business
•  You’re included in the

buyer’s guide

STANDLAONE PHOTOS

Exposure in co-op ads for your customers

As a contracted advertiser your company would be listed in the co-op ads that 
run at least 12 times a year in Petroleum News, congratulating oil companies for 
new discoveries, field start-ups, entering Alaska, and welcoming new oil company 
presidents or managers to the state.
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Mr. Quarles, 
welcome to Alaska!

Congratulations on a successful sealift from Korea to Point Thomson

Cory Quarles, a native of Houston, Texas, and an ExxonMobil employee since 1998, is the new Alaska production 

manager for ExxonMobil Production Co., having succeeded Karen Hagedorn, who has taken an assignment in the 

on Sept. 8 after traveling by barge over a 4,000 miles from Korea. Field operator ExxonMobil says production startup 

is expected in 2016.

Hats off to 
ConocoPhillips!
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Joe Marushack, president ConocoPhillips Alaska

oil production from your Shark Tooth discovery at Kuparuk Drill Site 2S. Brought in under budget 
at Kuparuk in more than 12 years and is expected 
production. The $475 million project created about 
contractor companies and trades involved.

CO-OP ADVERTISEMENTS

If your annual contract exceeds $7,100

We’ll profile your company  We’ll work with you on a two-page Q&A company profile that will 
appear in the Arctic Oil & Gas Directory. Afterwards, you can frame it or use it as a company 
brochure or flyer.

 We’ll give you free online advertising When Petroleum News readers click on articles each week 
they will see your ad, which will appear in rotation on the current story pages. The size of your 
annual contract determines the size of your online ad.

WEB ADS
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Q. Can you explain who Fugro is to

our readers?

A. Fugro is a global group of compa-

nies specializing in geotechnical, survey,

subsea, and geoconsultancy services. We

provide the people, equipment, expert-

ise, and technology to support responsi-

ble resource development, helping

clients manage risk and avoid uncer-

tainty. We are headquartered in Leid-

schendam, the Netherlands, and have

North American headquarters in Hous-

ton, Texas. Our Anchorage, Alaska, office

serves as a regional hub through which

we deliver Fugro’s global capabilities to

clients statewide.

Q. Where is your company located?

A. Our Alaska office is located in mid-

town Anchorage.

Q. What do you most want people to

know about your company? 

A. Fugro has been working in Alaska

for more than 40 years, performing on-

shore and offshore projects for oil and

gas, mining, sustainable energy, and pub-

lic sector customers. We take great pride

in this history and are committed to con-

tinued success in the state.

Q. What year was the company

founded and by whom? 

A. Fugro was founded

in 1962 by Dutch engi-

neer Kees Joustra,

whose focus was on

foundation technology

and soil mechanics. 

Q. What is your company’s primary

business activity?

A. Fugro is heavily involved in the en-

ergy sector and has been working with

oil and gas companies in Alaska since the

early 1970s. Our services are designed to

support the full project lifecycle, from

exploration to development, through to

production and eventual decommission-

ing. 
We also support a number of survey-

ing and mapping programs in Alaska for

federal and state government agencies.

Examples include hydrographic charting

for the National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA) and air-

borne and satellite based

mapping services in support of

the Alaska Statewide Digital

Mapping Initiative (SDMI).

The resource development

community, along with nu-

merous other stakeholders, benefits from

these public datasets, which aid safe nav-

igation and support preliminary planning

activities such as siting and route investi-

gations.

Q. Are there important projects the

company is currently a part of or has

done recently?

A. We are working on a number of oil

and gas projects in Alaska—both in Cook

Inlet and the Arctic. During the 2014

field season, crews were mobilized in

multiple locations across the state. We

performed onshore and offshore shallow

hazard assessments, assisted with rig

moves, performed pipeline crossing as-

sessments, installed metocean systems,

and acquired and processed data for the

SDMI. 2015 is looking to be another busy

year for us despite the global downturn

in the oil and gas market. As stakeholders

in Alaska’s future, we are grateful for this

continued investment in our state and for

the trust that clients have instilled in us

as partners on these programs.

Q. How many employees does your

company have?

A. Company-wide Fugro employs ap-

proximately 12,500 professionals. Lo-

Fugro — ‘Down to Earth’ 

and Up to the Challenge
Delivering geo-solutions for infrastructure design, construction, 

and maintenance in Alaska’s extreme environments

Fugro survey team sets control for a shallow hazards program on the North Slope.

Continued on next page
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Contact  |  Renee Garbutt, Phone 281-978-2771   |  Susan Crane, Phone 907-770-5592

Dave Cruz, previous board chair,
is the only remaining member from

the original board appointed by
Gov. Sean Parnell in 2013;

Christian and David Wight were
named to the board by Walker. 

FERC has scheduled release of a
draft environmental impact

statement for the Alaska LNG
project in February, with a final

EIS in November.


